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Choose how you can do your p by visiting 
communitycouncilfortheartskinston.com 

http://www.kinstoncca.com
communitycouncilfortheartskinston.com
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In order to explain why your p nership is so 
important, here are some answers to common 
questions we receive.  

Who does my p nership 
support? 
All grants we write benefit the community and do not help with 
our day to day support. Among these grants is Grassroots 
which is distributed to all 100 counties in North Carolina. We 
sub-grant dollars received from this grant to numerous non-profits 
with arts programs or non-profit arts organizations in Lenoir 
County and have included: Friends of the Library, 
Kinston-Lenoir County African American Heritage 
Commission, LaGrange Arts Council, Community Chorus 
(presenting MESSIAH annually), smART Kinston City 
Foundation, Homeless Shelter, Joseph Dixon Roundtree 
American Legion, Boys and Girls Club, The Gate, 
Lenoir County Public Schools, to name a 
few. The average sub-grant is between 
$2,000 and $5,000 and generally total a 
distribution of monies of $22,000 to 
$25,000 in community support. 
Education enrichment 
grant-supported programs include 
artist immersive residencies, 
projects, musical enrichment, etc., 
with annual grant support of 
$50,000+ in programs offered 
to the young child and youth of our 
community in partnership with Lenoir 
County Schools. Other grants help to 
support programs offered through the CCA 
for the community and include concerts, 
workshops, special projects (such as the 
African American Heritage Music Trail), and 
public art. In total, we leverage approximately $150,000 or more 
in grant dollars that support our community. All grants have a 

required match which is generated from operating dollars. 

How does my p nership 
affect our community? 
In 2020, the Arts Council participated in a county-wide survey 
conducted through the independent organization Americans for 
the Arts. Data collected from many arts-related groups 
including the Arts Council demonstrated that the arts in Lenoir 
County represented $1MM in revenue. Due to arts events, 
programs, workshops, etc., the $1MM collected not only 
represented ticket sales, program/workshop fees, etc., but as 
importantly reflected *dollars for small business support for 
increased overnight stays in motels due to events hosted in 
arts spaces; *purchase of goods and services such as 
dining, gasoline, florists, caterers and even babysitters; *tax 
revenue contributions by attracting new residents and 
presenting a vibrant quality of life for those living in the 

community; *improved tourism due to programming and 
public art; *presenting renown artists in schools where arts 
enrichment programs are sorely needed; and *bringing 
renown artists in all genres to the community so there is 
access to all in the arts without leaving the County – all of 
which help to not only improve the quality of life through the arts, but 
help drive our local economy. The arts is an important part of our lives 
and is essential to the daily lives of our neighbors and the future of our 
community. Your p nership provides the operating support 
necessary to not just exist as an Arts Council, but also to provide the 

means to thrive and sustain for years to come. 

How is my p nership used? 
Your support in the p nership annual fund drive enables the 
organization to open its doors and contributes to the general 

operations of the property and organization which therefore 

    allows for the important work accomplished each day. 

We own and operate a 30,000 square foot 
   property known across the State for its 

  repurposed design. Equally renown is the 
level of arts programs, projects, and 

    community partnerships which the  
    CCA designs, implements, and 
grows allowing access for all to the    

   arts without discrimination. Quality 
 arts are made available to all 
citizens of the County; no one has 

       to leave Lenoir County for 
outstanding arts experiences at no to 

  modest cost. 

  Why is my 
p nership so 

important? 
Although costs have risen exponentially in the last 10 years, our 
budget for operations has not changed. We have excelled in grant 
writing, however monies received from a variety of granting sources 
are not co-mingled with operating costs and are generally a “wash” for 
the program or project for which they are allocated, providing no 
sustaining operating support for the operations of the property or 

organization nor are they co-mingled with general operations. 

The annual operating budget is very conservative and has not 
changed in 10 years. We currently receive approximately 2.5% of the 
$330,000 annual operating budget from local government. This is a 
substantial decrease from 3 years ago when the combined local 
government contribution provided funding for operations at 
approximately 11% of the total. Without your gift we will not be able to 

sustain. 

There are no grants in the arts for general operations. Although we 
are successful with grant writing, over the last 10 years we have 
written numerous grants with successful funding spent on community 
projects or programs for the schools, but not contributing to general 

operational support. 
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We thank you in advance for your gift through the Arts Council to our community. Every gift supports an 
individual’s life experience in some way through the arts and collectively the quality of life that can be enjoyed 
in our community. 

    

$50 $100 $250 $500 

    

$1500 $2500 $5000 $10,000 

Select from the following LEVEL UP IN GIVING p nership levels: 

   

$1000 $1500 $2500 

Since the majority of our programs and projects for the schools and 
community are grant supported, they are written and implemented by 
the CCA staff. Therefore, without the CCA initiating these applications 
there would be: *no arts enrichment programs for the schools, 
*no public art program (which is the largest operated by an arts 
council in North Carolina and serves as an education/
enhancement project and tourism tool); *no African American 
Heritage Music project or similar place-based projects that 
promote the uniqueness of Lenoir County; *no large mural 
project depicting the vitality and accomplishments of our 
citizens; *no exhibition or gift shop space for artists; *diminished 
affordable rental space for events/meetings; *no summer camps/
workshops/classes for the community; *limited concert and 
performances of major touring artists and arts educators; *no 
arts leader to promote and provide the recruitment of residents, 

increase tourism, and drive the local economy through the arts; 
*and a vacant 30,000 square foot historic property located 
intentionally in the heart of Kinston for easy access for all. 

Your p nership has sustained the Arts Council for 57 years and is 
paramount to the current continuation of operations and sustainability 
for future years. Join, or renew your annual p nership through a 
variety of ways: visit communitycouncilfortheartskinston.com; use 
our social media apps, call the Arts Center with a credit card at 
(252) 527-2517, or visit us at the Arts Center — 400 N. Queen Street, 

Kinston, NC. 

Select from the following CORPORATE/BUSINESS p nership levels: 

Select from the following INDIVDUAL or FAMILY p nership levels: 

http://www.communitycouncilfortheartskinston.com
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The Arts Center is open to the public Tuesday through Friday, 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, Saturday, 10:00 am to 
4:00 pm. We are closed on Sunday and Monday. (Hours are subject to change.) Admission is free. We 
welcome group tours of our galleries and can provide tactile docent-led tours upon request. We are 
handicap-accessible and follow CDC recommendations for safe operations.  

Through March 1, 2025 — Winter Arts Market — Holiday Arts Market 
has been extended into the new year! Shop this annual event which is a collaborative exhibition for sale of 
more than 50+ artists and artisans, the majority of whom are local or regional in their practice. Featured 
works include jewelry, pottery, glass, paintings, photography, textiles, baskets, and much, much more! 

Through February 28, 2025 — smARTkinston, ART105, and Skinner 
Senior Center — Artwork created by local artists will be on display and for sale. 

Through February 28, 2025 — On display are several selected items from 
the collection of African artifacts owned by the Kinston-Lenoir County African American Heritage 
Commission. A free to the public reception will be scheduled at a date to be announced and will be 
hosted by the AKA sorority. 

Now Showing — Mike Sagaser: “Flight School Installation” — 
Mike is a mixed media, ceramic, mosaic, and digital artist. This loaned installation features molded and 
painted planes suspending in formation and as an artist’s simulation of aerial maneuvers. 

Through February — Shelia Stroud — Shelia will 
be exhibiting and selling a grouping of mini paintings at Queen St. Deli. Excellent price points, each will make 
a wonderful Valentine’s Day keepsake gift for that special someone in your life. Sales are placed through the 
Arts Center by bringing the painting “exhibit tag” to the Center or calling (252) 527-2517 to speak with staff 
from the Arts Center. Transactions are not completed through the Queen St. Deli. Additional works are also for 
available for sale at the Arts Center. 
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This is the first entry focusing a spotlight on 
creative makers who have their work in our 
Galleria Gift Shop and/or scheduled Arts 
Markets. As you may be aware, all work in our 
Galleria Gift Shop is original, with the majority of 
our creative makers residing in our community, 
region, and state and occasionally out of 
state. There are numerous genres represented, 
ranging from authors of novels and poetry to 
original musical recordings, handcrafted jewelry, 
pottery, sculptures, paintings, photography, 
textiles, and basketry, to name a few. All are 
offered on commission. Therefore, when you 
purchase a one-of-a-kind item you are benefitting 
both the individual artist and the Arts Council. Our 
spotlight begins with our numerous artists working 
with clay: 

• ANDREA CARROLL has taught art in schools 
across eastern North Carolina. She recently 
relocated to Delaware. Her wheel-thrown creations 
are usually in pastel glazes of pinks, purples, & light 
blues and greens. Her work is generally for 
everyday use and has simple lines that mix well with 
other pieces. She gives unique shapes to salt 
caddies, creamers & sugar bowls, dinner and 
luncheon plates, coffee mugs and saucers, and 
serving pieces that are versatile for olives, 
charcuterie, and crackers or small bites. 

• EMILY FIGUERAS is an arts educator previously in 
Wayne Co. and currently at Johnston Community 
College, Smithfield. She is the sole proprietor of a 
studio & gallery, Fragments & Fig, and is a past 
summer camp pottery instructor. She maintains work 
in our exhibits and gift shop. 

• MARK GOLITZ, originally from western 
Pennsylvania, relocated with his artist wife several 
years ago to Morehead City where the two operate a 
shared studio work and gallery sales space known 
as BluSail Golitz Studios. Mark’s creations, both 
hand-built and wheel thrown, combine functional and 
decorative work of all shapes and sizes including 
decorative raku vessels with horsehair. His glaze 
palette ranges from deep to light blues, greens and 
reds. He has been featured in OUR STATE 
magazine, was our commissioned artist for the 
creation of the trophy for the Epson Tour Ladies Pro 
Golf 2022 Tournament, and has been, along with his 
artist wife, an abstract painter — a staunch supporter 
of the Arts Center. Mark recently conducted a 
holiday workshop in our newly created space. 

• JOANNE MCCOBB recently relocated to Kinston 
from Sarasota, Florida to join the smART Kinston 
City Foundation artists program. Her practice 
includes sculptural installations, hand building, 
ceramics, and wheel work. She joined the Arts 

Center staff as the Children’s Summer Camp 
Director in June 2024, overseeing the camps and 
teaching several of the camp offerings including 
pottery. Joanne has a Masters Degree in Sculpture 
and has most recently assumed a position on staff 
as the CCA’s Artist in Residence. Joanne teaches 
pottery classes at the Arts Center in both hand 
building and wheel throwing, operates the clay studio 
spaces including open studio and is currently 
fabricating tiles for the façade of the stage at the 
 Kinston Music Park. The park installation of the 
musical themed tiles will occur in the Spring 
2025. This installation is partially funded by the City 
of Kinston through special project monies of 
FY2022-23. Joanne created the car cup coasters 
given to participants at the Fall Gala 2024, is busy 
throwing bowls for Soup & A Bowl 2025, and 
continues to work in tandem with Caroline Perry to 
further establish the CCA’s pottery program. 

• JENNIFER MECCA began offering her pottery 
creations at the Arts Center when she was a student 
at ECU. She 
has both a 
BFA and MFA 
in Fine Arts 
majoring in 
ceramics. She 
describes her 
work as 
utilitarian with a 
goal to create 
“visually 
pleasing 
pieces” that are 
“unique in 
character but 
also useful in 
everyday 
life”.  Her 
creations are 
wheel thrown 
and often 
beautifully enhanced with elaborate 
surfaces and forms.  Frequently, she inscribes on 
the bottom of her pieces a catchy statement, many 
times reflecting her mood when creating the work. 

• BETSY BROWNE MORRIS is an English teacher in 
Asheboro with a Fine Arts minor in pottery from 
UNC-CH. She has participated in exhibits, events 
and our gift shop. She both hand builds, typically 
ornaments & magnets, and creates wheel-thrown 
pieces generally in darker glazes, blues, and 
browns. Both utilitarian and decorative, she also 
creates small bowls, mugs, vases and vessels.  Her 
works, like Jennifer Meccas are many times 
enhanced.  
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• CAROLINE PERRY hailing from Kinston is a dentist 
by profession and an experienced potter. Caroline, like 
Joanne, teaches wheel throwing and hand building for 
the CCA and maintains private home studios in Kin-
ston and Morehead City. She has also taught in our 
summer camp offerings. Most recently Caroline and 
her husband planned and executed the 
reconfiguration of our pottery studio, an adjoining 
multipurpose studio, and small storage spaces. The 
project not only significantly changed the interior layout 
of the spaces, but also updated equipment, wiring, 
wheels, and storage units. In addition, Caroline also 
drafted a plan for the operation of a comprehensive 
clay program, implemented the same, and continues 
to work along with Joanne in assuring growth within 
the set guidelines of her original curriculum drafts. You 
will be able to choose at Soup & A Bowl 2025 from 
Caroline’s creations. 

• JACI SALISBURY has been an active participant in 
programs and exhibits of the Arts Center. She, like 
Melanie Waters has created bowls for several past 

Soup & A 
Bowl events 
— each bowl  
distinctive, as 
their outer 
surfaces are 
often 
patterned. 
Her work 
ranges from 
large and 
small 
sculpted 
edged bowls, 
to figures 
depicting a 
series of 
multicultural 
ladies in 
native 
costumes, 

assorted Santas, gnomes, and seascapes. Jaci has 
relocated to Greenville from Grifton but remains a 
consistent Arts Center advocate. 

• DIANA MICHAUX-SMITH is our newest potter 
addition. Currently available are beautiful fanciful 
coffee mugs with unique sculpted bottoms and small 
bowls. She is also a contributing potter to Soup & A 
Bowl 2025. She is a practicing nurse by profession. 

• KARIN THOMPSON is a diverse artist who creates in 
clay, paint, and multi-media. She both hand builds and 
wheel throws and at times includes found objects. Her 
creations vary from ornaments to cacti — complete 
with spines (that look real but don’t prick!) — to wind 
chimes and other decorative and holiday-inspired 
pieces. She and her mother, Ingrid Quick, also an 
accomplished artist, combine their talents and 

collaborate on some works assimilating gourds, 
baskets, and clay into producing beautiful 
one-of-a-kind creations. Karin maintains a private 
studio space with her mother at the Arts Center. 

• JIM TISNADO is a an Associate Professor of Fine 
Arts specializing in clay at ECU. He offers a few pieces 
in the gift shop, mostly wood-fired; has exhibited at the 
Arts Center in competitive shows and ECU Faculty 
exhibits; and has served as an advisor for pottery 
programs in our space and the community. He creates 
small installations and sculptures using clay and other 
mixed media. 

• JACOB HERMANN is a graduate of the ECU Fine 
Arts program, majoring in pottery. His work 
concentrates on small vessels, such as vases and 
small bowls. Jacob taught in our children’s clay 
program when he and his wife were located in Kinston 
several years ago with the smART Kinston City 
Foundation program, through which Jacob operated 
an independent studio in the property now occupied by 
Stanley’s Saloon.  

• CANDACE YOUNG designs and creates 
wheel-thrown stoneware from her studio, Bay River 
Pottery. She is a long-time resident of Pamlico County 
and is a raku potter. Candace offers classes in wheel 
and hand building from her studio. Her work is 
generally small to medium vessels of a variety of 
shapes as well as interesting and unique vases and 
other floral holders. She has been a long-time 
supporter of the Arts Center and has entered many 
exhibitions, always maintaining work in our Galleria 
Gift Shop. 

• MELANIE WATERS maintains a private studio known 
as Double Diamond Pottery on the property of her 
home located in Farmville where she frequently 
teaches classes/workshops. Melanie has been a CCA 
pottery instructor for numerous years until more 
recently when she took a leave due to health 
issues. She may be best known for the hundreds of 
soup bowls which she crafted each year since the 
beginning of our annual Soup & A Bowl event 25 
years ago. She has taught many in classes at the Arts 
Center and has instructed in summer camps. Among 
her favorite creations are functional pottery pieces, 
such as pitchers, bowls, plates, etc., which she hopes 
will be cherished and passed through generations. 
She specializes in hand-crafted stoneware that is 
wheel thrown with lead-free glazes which are generally 
jewel tones. 

 

Stop by the Arts Center and shop for items created 
by these potters on display in our Galleria Gift Shop 
and the Arts Market (in our Hampton Gallery and 
The Kenneth & Kristi Blizzard Gallery). For more 
information about these potters, call the Arts Center 
(252) 527-2517. 



P a g e  8  

K a l e i d o s c o p e  



P a g e  9  



P a g e  1 0  

K a l e i d o s c o p e  



P a g e  1 1  

Here is a photograph 
from the concert with 
CAROINA SOUND held 
December 13. Thank 
you to all who came out 
and supported the Arts 
Center and enjoyed this 
festive event.  
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facebook.com/kinstonarts 

communitycouncilforthearts 

Sandy Landis 
Executive Director 

slandis@kinstoncca.com 

Olivia “Liv” Simmons 
Events & Development Director 

eventsdirector@kinstoncca.com 

Martha Bishop 
Bookkeeper 

opsmanager@kinstoncca.com 

Sonya Clark 
Administrative Assistant 
assistant@kinstoncca.com 

Margaret Heifferon 
Kaleidoscope/ Website Editor 

marketing@kinstoncca.com 

Jamil Burton 
Rental Assistant 

Bonnie Souliere 
Gallery Exhibitions & 

Galleria Gift Shop 
giftshop@kinstoncca.com 

Joanne McCobb 
Summer Camp Director & 

Artist in Residence 
artist@kinstoncca.com 

communitycouncilfortheartskinston.com 
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Hours are Subject to Change 

Hours of Operation: 
Tuesday - Friday: 10:00am - 6:00pm 
Saturday: 10:00am - 4:00pm 
Closed Sunday & Monday 
 

 

The Arts Center is open to the public and admission 
is free and will be in compliance with CDC 

recommendations for safe operations. 

The Community Council for the Arts is the regional center 
unifying community ties through exposure to the arts and 

providing rich cultural experiences while promoting  
tourism, economic development, and educational 

opportunities for all. 

This letter is printed in part with support from the 
North Carolina Arts Council, a State Agency. 

Davis Wholesale Tire Co. 
1601 West New Bern Road 

Kinston, NC 28504 
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