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The Arts Center is open to the public Tuesday through Friday, 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, Saturday, 10:00 am to 
4:00 pm. We are closed on Sunday and Monday. (Hours are subject to change.) Admission is free. We 
welcome group tours of our galleries and can provide tactile docent-led tours upon request. We are 
handicap-accessible and follow CDC recommendations for safe operations.  

Through March 2025 — Winter Arts Market — Shop this annual event 
which is a collaborative exhibition for sale of more than 50+ artists and artisans, the majority of whom are 
local or regional in their practice. Featured works include jewelry, pottery, glass, paintings, photography, 
textiles, baskets, and much, much more! 

Through 
March 2025 — Display Honoring Black History Month — The Arts 
Council, in cooperation with the City of Kinston, will have on display an 
eight-panel mural originally installed on the outdoor façade of the Lenoir 
County Office Building. This mural was created a few years ago as part of a 
City-wide mural project and commissioned through a grant-supported project 
through the North Carolina Arts Council, a State agency. The mural depicts the 
peaceful 1951 Adkin High School walkout by students. In addition to the 
mural is an exhibit of some selected African American artifacts donated to the 
Kinston-Lenoir County African American Heritage Commission. 

Black History Month Celebration Activities: We “kicked off” the celebration of 
Black History Month with two (2) incredible performances by internationally 
known and Grammy award nominee Pierce Freelon. 

Pierce Freelon, a multi-talented artist, educator, and activist is known for his 
work in music, film, and community leadership. As a rapper, producer, and founder of 
the hip-hop group The Beast, he blends thought-provoking lyrics with creative 
soundscapes. Beyond his music career, Pierce is passionate about promoting social 
justice and youth empowerment, using his platform to inspire and uplift underserved 
communities. He is also the founder of Blackspace, an arts and technology collective 
aimed at empowering young people of color. Through his diverse work, Pierce 
continues to make a significant impact in both the creative and social realms. 

Pierce shared with the students powerful life lessons that he learned from his grandmother. During the event, 
Pierce spoke about the values she instilled in him, emphasizing the importance of having an attitude for 
gratitude. He encouraged the students to appreciate the small blessings in life, reminding them that a 
grateful heart can bring positivity and growth. Through his performance and stories, Pierce not only 
entertained but also inspired the young audience, leaving them with valuable lessons about resilience, 
appreciation, and the power of gratitude.  

Participating students and faculty were from South Lenoir High School, North Lenoir High School and 
Kinston High School.  In addition, band and music students from several of the Middle Schools were in 
attendance. 

This performance was supported by the NC Arts Council, a State agency, and funded in part by the 
cARTwheels grant and in partnership with the Community Council for the Arts and the Lenoir County Public 
Schools. 

Also to celebrate Black History Month, selected artifacts from the Kinston-Lenoir County African American 
Heritage Commission are on display at the Neuse Regional Library, curated by the Arts Council. We 
encourage everyone to visit both the Arts Center and the library to view works from the collection.  

Through March 2025 — smARTkinston, ART105, and Skinner Senior 
Center — Artwork created by local artists will be on display and for sale. 

Through March 2025 — On display are several selected items from the 
collection of African artifacts owned by the Kinston-Lenoir County African American Heritage 
Commission. A free to the public reception will be scheduled at a date to be announced and will be 
hosted by the AKA sorority. 
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Now Showing — Mike Sagaser: “Flight School 
Installation” — Mike is a mixed media, ceramic, mosaic, and digital artist. This loaned 
installation features molded and painted planes suspending in formation and as an 
artist’s simulation of aerial maneuvers. 

Through March 2025 — Rochelle Middle School — 
On display are fabric panels created in an in-school residency at Rochelle Middle School 

and lead by African American artist September Kreuger, from Wilmington, NC. 
(Photograph by Lissa Gotwals; Walter Magazine) September is Director of Lifelong 
Learning at 
Wilmington’s Cameron Art Museum and is a textile artist who creates intricate quilts 
and silk paintings often depicting nature motifs.  

Through March 2025 — 
Shelia Stroud — Shelia will be exhibiting and selling a grouping of mini paintings at 
Queen St. Deli. Excellent price points, each will make a wonderful Valentine’s Day 
keepsake gift for that special someone in your life. Sales are placed through the Arts 

Center by bringing the painting “exhibit tag” to the Center or calling (252) 527-2517 to speak with staff from 
the Arts Center. Transactions are not completed through the Queen St. Deli. Additional works are also for 
available for sale at the Arts Center. (Left: A Mess of Fish, acrylic by Shelia Stroud) 
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We are excited to 
announce that our Events 
and Development 
Director, Olivia Simmons, 
is NOW Olivia Alston! 

Congratulations and best 
wishes to Olivia who 
recently tied the knot! We 

celebrate with her on this 
happy milestone! Join us as 

we recognize this beautiful new chapter of 
her life and wish her and her partner a 
lifetime filled with love, happiness, and 
unforgettable memories! 

AND 
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facebook.com/kinstonarts 

communitycouncilforthearts 

Sandy Landis 
Executive Director 

slandis@kinstoncca.com 

Olivia “Liv” Alston 
Events & Development Director 

eventsdirector@kinstoncca.com 

Martha Bishop 
Bookkeeper 

opsmanager@kinstoncca.com 

Sonya Clark 
Administrative Assistant 
assistant@kinstoncca.com 

Margaret Heifferon 
Kaleidoscope/ Website Editor 

marketing@kinstoncca.com 

Jamil Burton 
Rental Assistant 

Bonnie Souliere 
Gallery Exhibitions & 

Galleria Gift Shop 
giftshop@kinstoncca.com 

Joanne McCobb 
Summer Camp Director & 

Artist in Residence 
artist@kinstoncca.com 

communitycouncilfortheartskinston.com 
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Hours are Subject to Change 

Hours of Operation: 
Tuesday - Friday: 10:00am - 6:00pm 
Saturday: 10:00am - 4:00pm 
Closed Sunday & Monday 
 

 

The Arts Center is open to the public and admission 
is free and will be in compliance with CDC 

recommendations for safe operations. 

The Community Council for the Arts is the regional center 
unifying community ties through exposure to the arts and 

providing rich cultural experiences while promoting  
tourism, economic development, and educational 

opportunities for all. 

This letter is printed in part with support from the 
North Carolina Arts Council, a State Agency. 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

400 N. Queen Street 
Kinston, NC 28501 
(252) 527-2517 
news@kinstoncca.com 

Davis Wholesale Tire Co. 
1601 West New Bern Road 

Kinston, NC 28504 

  

mailto:news@kinstoncca.com
http://www.realodrugs.com/
http://www.kinstonrealtygroup.com/
http://www.motherearthbrewing.com/
http://www.kinstonentdoctors.com/

